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Regional transit facility
holds great promise

A/-al oR rhe last four' decades r40- 
-JIlllJ vearsr *e ao not have anv inter-
'UllJl regionat lrans[ facility just

,/S9 | because some nelghbouring
\ d courtrres including Bangladesh
have b€en r€maining emtilndian. Neither
it is any good for the Asian and the
SAARC counhies, nor is it doing any ben
efit to the growina and promising nation
of Bangtadesh. Let us forset about other
countries and the benefit tney aIe drivirg
from regional bade. Bangladesh has not
been able to r€ap the benefit of regional
trade for about the 40 years since its inde
pendence. ls it expected of us rn
Bangladesh? Not at a[. Nor it is accept
able to any other country in Asia includ-
ing India in particulax Preciously speak-
ing. we must do it by creating the transit
facilities between neighbou ne coun-
tries, SAARC countries, and the count es
of the MidallsEastern and the near by
countries in Asian context including
.hina and Mayanmax

Regional h:ade and its benefrt witl go to
both kdia and Ba.ngladesh and a.ll coun-
tries rElated to the opportturity of regional
tmde and business and th€ tr-ansit commu'
nication. B€ngladesh could have bought
goods and sewices at a very low price ftom
its neighbouring countries, where they ar€
prcduced very cheap due to their advan-
tage of locai and indiaenous technolog}
Other countries neighbouring to
Bangladesh cai benefrt 6l1cm regional tran-
sit, corridor ard r€gional trade a.nd busi
ness by buying gooals and services of
Bangladesh including ship-buildins,
apparels, garments, electronics, agricul-
fural machinery and equipment aild the
related sparc parts, pharmaceuticals, silk
products, weaving products, jamdani,
frozen fish, bilsha-rrsh, lobster, crab,
snakes etc. People in Banglad€sh can buy
sharee, threepiece, spic€s, dal, chal, onion,
gar{ic, rEd chilli, and so many other things
of daily life very cheap ftorn the neighbour'
ing countries of Bangladesh including
Nepal, Bhutan. India and China. AI this
means that b:ansit and tradsajd-business
can benefrt the neiShbouring countries,
including ourselves in Bangjadesh and all
the people rclat€d to this transit opportr.ni'
ties. These benefits of signifrcance in
nature are better than an thrng of insimif-
icant beneflt. In shorl- we are preferring

Baneladesh.
2. Constuction of de\elopment of

deep water sea port of Chittaaong in
Bangladesh.
The cost of deleloplng all thooe traBtt

possibiliti€s as mentioned under (a) 1.7 and
the deep water sea port of Mongla and
Chittagong as mentioned (b) 1-2 uder nry
rouglily be assumed to be estirnated at 'nc
100 thousand cror€s or USD$ f0 thousand
miuion or l0 billion. Who wiu bear a[ t]Ese
huge expenses? How those cost d c@.stnrc-
tion of harsit mute and thefu rnainbDance
will be distributed among the bendlciary
countries? Which are the beneicjary coun.
tIies? Who wiU take initiati!€ to ford a con-
sortium of meeting and discussion or *'ill
play a mle of decision rnaking in the meet-
ing? Who would be lobbying with the
rcgiona.l counEies to implement this genet-
ous world delelopment project?

The crountries in the SAARC rEgion
including Bangladesh, MiddleEastern
c\ounhi6 and the giant countr'y ChirE and
Mayanmar wil be the dircct and tdirEt
ben€ficiaries of the abo,emention€d inbr-
rcgional transit facility ard the d€velop
ment of a couple of deep water sea-lort of
MonSla ard Chittagong. A consortiulx of
the above mentioned countries carr be
formed to shar€ the cost and benefrt of the
afor€said interr€gional transit and the cou.
ple of deep water seaport in BanSlad€S-

Which counEy will provide the ba&r-
ship in performing the consortium actM.
ties in these noble job6 of Eortd &lelop
ment? What wodd be the mode of distuih!
tion of co6t between the member counEies
of the transit consortium? A thumbrule
can be the population proportion in each
beneficiarf, €otmtrl as mentioned above Or
the cost rnay acc.ordingly be sha$d bV aU
those countries as mentioned above ilr pra
portion to their populatiorl Who is Eoiflg to
pmvide the lezdership in this consGtium cf
interresional bansit faciliti€6? Or who wil
bell the cat? A consortium of a few coun'
ties would be better tlun.a consortiun cf
tm many csuntri€s. Howe!€f a[ of the asso
ciated cormfies can be the mernbers cf thig
Bsential interregional t'a.nsit collsatiullL
It urould be sood enowh to girJe tlle hitial
r€sponsibilities of ta.king initiatiE in tlle
hand of thrce countries namely (i)
B8ruladesh (il) China end (iii) India to
d€velop tie whole wortd tuftier

significant to iDsienificant benefit ftom
inter-r€gional tade throuBh the pmposed
transit facilities.

To some economists this transit facility
can introduce a variety of irsecurity for
Bancladerh &e nature of which is not
known to anybody This may be ca.lled an
irational fear I agr€e with the opinion of
those who say that a simpie a.nd ur*no$n
fear c€.nnot stop our alriving foice to r€ach
and reap the ftuits of economic gmwth. I
beliele. eclnomisG should exprEss their
views in t€rms of their economic knowl-

come the golden opportunity of having
tmnsit facilities promoting between
regional csunEies- Even after the long 4l)

)errs of independence. trarsit as a latei
opportunity is better than never

The treiBit issu€s ere marifold snd
mey be described below:

(a) 1. Bhutan.lndia.North Bengal
(BangladeshlMongia Sea Po.L

2. Nepal-India-North B€ngal
(BansladeshlMonsla Sea PorL

3. Benapol ( Bangladesh)-Mongla
Sea Port.Dhaka Chittagong-

?

edge and emnomic conc€pt and not in a.ny
other term. [.€t us put the burden of under
starding the issue of s€curity on the shoul
der of security forces of BanSladesh
including DGFI, NSI, BGB, Coastal Guard
and the forces posted in the check po6t. air.
port, seaport etc. As economists, security is
not our job to think about- We will think
about the beneirt of international business
only through the r€gional trarsit facilities
This is an acceptable philosophy of econc
mists, businessmen. people, the general
people and human b€ings. Ttansit facilities
and international business are also politi
cally acceptable worldwide including
SAARC countries. Thercforc, instead of
entefiaining any imaginary fear let us wel,

Mayanmar-China.
4. Ban€lar'Bandha (Bangladeshl

Mongla Sea Port.Dhaka{hittagong-
Mayanmar-China.

5. Dhaka-Thngail-Bogra-North
Bengai'Banglar'Bandha'Shiliguri-
China.

6. Banelar'BaJdha (Barulad€sh}
Bogra-'Ihn8ail-Dhaka.Sylhet'Tarnabil.
Mayanrnar-China.

7. Banglar-Barxtha-Eogra.Taneail-
Dhaka-Tamabil (SythetlMayanmar.
Chlna
(b) Developm€nt of sea-port in
Ba.ngladesh.
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